PLC NEWS:

N

2
- A

AT : o
Learning peng"tul conﬂi:;g réé_éhtion doesn’t just happen.by itself. ! —
Help PLC teach the way‘"$bf healthy communication and empathy, ﬁgive gent ro “

RESPONDING TO THE NEEDS OF OUR ADULT EDUCATORS
AND YOUTH-SERVING PROFESSIONALS

When students are empowered to practice healthy, inclusive, nonviolent ways to
resolve conflict with their peers, transformation happens.Teachers see it in the
classroom. Supervisors see it on the playground and in the hallways. Drivers see it on the bus.
Families see it in the home. For nearly fifteen years, PLC’s hands-on workshops have provided
tools and strategies to help elementary-aged children address conflict occurring in their daily
lives. By developing empathy and active listening, by practicing how to de-escalate
tension and resolve conflicts without physical violence or humiliation, children begin to
develop a deeper sense of self-awareness and empowerment that serves them well in their
interactions with others and the environment.The foundation for a healthy vocabulary to
address and understand different points-of-view is laid. PLC’s workshops for
adolescents then dive a bit deeper into addressing conflict through exercises involving the
recognition of bias, the value of an inclusive community, the role of
technology in peer relationships, and the benefit of restorative practices.

One of the Board’s many goals is to continue to expand our work with adult educators &
youth-serving professionals to encourage the use of PLC tools in classrooms or workplaces.
When adults implement the use of these tools & strategies, children have an effective model
from which to emulate. PLC Staff worked with nearly 100 adults this year through
partnerships with University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s School of Education and Public Allies
as well as through professional education conference sessions. Feedback from these
opportunities show participants felt more empowered to manage conflict
effectively. In fact, as reported in PLC’s 20/5-16 PLC Internal Evaluation report, 93% of
participating teachers who reported reinforcement of PLC tools in their classrooms saw
improvements in student handling of conflict,and 80% of these same teachers agreed that
they themselves handled conflict differently since participating in a PLC workshop.
Conference participants also responded favorably to the information provided in PLC’s
experiential sessions.When asked if they learned new ideas that were readily applicable to
their teaching context, an overwhelming number replied YES: “...really useful strategies that |
can use right away in the classroom.”

As we look ahead to the start of our |5th workshop season this Fall, we’ll continue to
be responsive to the needs communicated by teachers & school administrators. By adding
additional booster sessions and providing professional development opportunities to discuss
youth conflict as it relates to classroom management and school climate, we hope to help
create more inclusive, tolerant classroom communities.
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2016 DONORS:

Platinum Level

Friends of Peace ($3000+)

Annette |.Roberts & Joan R. Robertson
Fund for World Peace,World Law and
Peace Education (other funds)-Greater
Milwaukee Foundation

North Shore Presbyterian Church

Pieper Electric, Inc/Ideal Mechanical

Gold Level

Friends of Peace (51000-$2999)

Greater Milwaukee Association of
REALTORS Youth Foundation

Harry & Polly Uihlein Foundation

Milw Monthly Meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends, Inc.

Thomas Mowbray

Moya Moybray & Roland Schroeder

Athan & Nancy Theoharis

'WE Energies Foundation

Weiss Family Foundation

Silver Level

Friends of Peace ($200-$999)

Sue Artinian

Don Austin & Joanne Lehman

California Pizza Kitchen

Colton Charitable Fund-Greater
Milwaukee Foundation

Bill & Kathy Dahlk

Mike & Diana Dahm

Robert Ferriday Il

Karlene Fox

Bob & Carolyn Frick

Robert Greenler

Kyle Hofmann & Perry Moriearty

Dale & Sandy Hofmann

Jon & Maureen Homstad

Barbara McMath

Patricia Mikulsky

Milwaukee Mennonite Church, Inc.
Charles & Carolyn Mowbray
North Shore Junior VWomen's Club
Don Sargent & Judy Hall

Daniel &Tara Serebin

Matt & Jennifer Skinner

Jay Sorensen

‘Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church

Bronze Level

Friends of Peace (5199 & below)
Evelyn Ang

Anonymous (3)

Jim & Jennifer Anzia

Ed & Kim Apfelbach

Eric & Paula Apfelbach

Diane Arnold

Donald Bartolone

Lou Bauries & Sharon Foley

Beer Garden Ladies

Charlie Behrens

Anne Bell

Marilyn Bradley

Kim Bradley-Cibik & Paul Feldhake
Cassie Cibik

Ellen Cunnigham

John &Anne Davis

Diana DelRosso & David Felland
Jackie Dettloff

Sally Durerian & Alan Schwabacher
John & Polly Edgar

Elizabeth Evans

Franklin Evans

Ed & Heidi Fallone

Enrique Figueroa

Janice Frawley & Gail Frawley Gergasko
Tom &Amy Friz

Judith Gottlieb

Brandi Hayes-Frink

Tom & Catherine Heinen

Karen Higgins

Janet Hilliker

Dana Hofmann

Maren Hofmann-Larsen & John Larsen
Marilyn W.John

Annysa Johnson

Sam & Lois Kashou

Andrew King

Mary Klatt

Susan Leslie

Clare Lewis

Guy & Mary Lord

Margaret Marshall

Jim & Lynn McCraken

Paul & Pamela Miller

Paul & Andrea Moriarity

Jeff & Holly Morris

Kant & Carolyn Muchhala
Matt & Megan Murphy
Rebecca North &Adolph Paul
George Owen & Eleanor Harris
Rightie R. Pappenheim

John Payton & Roger Hansen
Kyle Pfister

David Pritchard & Kathy Rogers
Edward & Karen Purcell
Maggie Quinn

Linda Read

Elizabeth Sanders

Pat & Betty Schroeder

Laura Schroeder

Trinny Schumann

Eric Steele

Kyle & Karen Swanson

Gary &Tracy Thiel
Christopher Thiel

Charles Weber & Elissa Lenkin
Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek
Mary Margene Woida

Angie Woodliff

Jean Woodmansee-Poklasny
Molly Zillig

www.plcmke.org

our new website launched in October 2016
fresh ¢ informative ¢ responsive
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PEACEMAKER OF THE YEAR: JOAN ROBERTSON

Peace Learning Center of Milwaukee (PLC) is committed to educating, inspiring and empowering children to live
peacefully by teaching principles of healthy communication, nonviolence and conflict resolution. Through its Peacemaker of
the Year Award, the Center recognizes the outstanding contributions of individuals or organizations who are committed to
working diligently to promote peace in our community.

PLC is pleased to announce Joan Robertson as this year’s Donald Austin-Phyllis Berentsen Peacemaker of the
Year Award recipient. Joan is a 101-year-old Milwaukee native who has dedicated her life to world peace, human
rights and equality. She has been an active member of the United Nations Association, Greater Milwaukee United
Nations Association, and Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, as well as a dedicated supporter
of PLC for the past 15 years.

Joan is not only passionate about building a more peaceful world through the mission of the United Nations
but firmly believes in the importance of educating children.“l think it is vitally important to give children that
background of negotiating before conflict begins,” said Joan in an interview with PLC.Through the Annette |.
Roberts and Joan R. Robertson Fund for World Peace,World Law and Peace Education, and the Greater
Milwaukee Foundation, PLC has incorporated modules about the United Nations into its curriculum, and ten area
Milwaukee Public Schools have integrated the United Nations Schools of International Learning Curriculum for
their fourth and sixth graders.The curriculum introduces students to world issues and global sustainability,
fostering new perspectives and understanding at an early age.“It has to start with young kids in some way,” says
Joan. Next year, the curriculum will be expanded to MPS 5th and 7th graders as well.

Joan was inspired by her mother, Annette J. Roberts, who was a suffragette and marched for women’s rights in
Chicago along with Jane Addams. Joan would join her mother in attending conventions
and recalls being impressed by the vibrant women activists. However, it was her
experience of World War Il that continued to motivate Joan. She recalls leaving her aunt
and uncle's home in Austria which was under Nazi control.“It was palpable that the war
was about to begin,” she says, “and this was a propellent for me.” Her family’s
experience in World War |l and the combination of world affairs at the time made her
believe that there was another way.

Joan is a humble inspiration to us all, an example of what one can accomplish when
driven by a passion to make the world a better place.“| see hope everywhere, | really
do,” she says. She especially believes in today’s youth and their ability to cultivate change.
For her commitment to international peace, volunteerism, and fostering childhood
education, we are pleased to announce Joan Robertson as Peacemaker of the Year.

22 SCHOOLS SERVED IN 2016-17:

Banting Elementary School Lincoln Avenue School

Dr. Benjamin Carson Academy McDowell Montessori School

Benjamin Franklin School MCP 36th Street School

Blair Elementary School MCP 38th Street School

Cass Street School Messmer Preparatory School

Congress School Milw Math & Science Academy
Mediation student Amy Lee assists Game Show: PLC Facilitator Tracy Ebert :
Banting Elementary School fifth ends the indoor portion of the day’s Ralph Waldo Emerson School St. Eugene Congregation School
graders with group activities activities with an activity to reinforce Gaenslen School St. Rose/St Leo Catholic School
designed to build trust, cooperation,  tools and concepts learned throughout La Escuela Fratney Woodlands School

tolerance, and empathy. the workshop.
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PLC thru AmazonSmile

Purchasing online through Amazon? Designate
Peace Learning Center of Milwaukee, Inc. as your
charitable beneficiary: https://smile.amazon.com/
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